[image: image1.png]people with disability




MEDIA RELEASE

10th August 2010 




                      For Immediate Release
Mental Health - Recognising the rights of people with Psychosocial Disability 

As part of our Federal Election platform:

People with Disability Australia (PWD) call on the next Australian Government to:

· Allocate adequate resources for mental health services and other support measures for people with psychosocial disability (mental illness), in line with human rights principles 
· Incorporate a national regulatory framework for all community-based mental health services which includes clear funding arrangements linked to quality outcomes, standards for service delivery, a robust system of accreditation, and ongoing monitoring and review.

· Appropriately fund an independent national peak organisation of and for people with psychosocial disability, to ensure that people with psychosocial disability are central to all policy, program and service development decisions and implementation.  

· Significantly increase the availability of alternative care and supports directed and run by people with personal experience of psychosocial disability.

· Fund and implement consumer managed community based support services as part of a broad rights focused approach to mental health.

The Problem:

Action on mental health is long overdue, and PWD has been pleased to see this issue included in the political agenda. Yet we have also seen arguments for widespread reform being replaced by piecemeal announcements on service provision and suicide prevention. 
While we argue that mental health policy must be more than about hospitals and care, it is still disgraceful that the hospital and health reform process did not respond to the outstanding reforms that have been identified during numerous reviews and reports on mental health in Australia.

It is also concerning to see the debate about mental health reform being largely driven by medical professionals. Their input is important, but the voice of people with psychosocial disability (mental illness) needs to be central to policy development and implementation.

The Solution:

For true reform to take place, people with psychosocial disability need to be included in all aspects of the design, delivery and evaluation of reform.  In addition, adequate funds for support services that assist people with psychosocial disability in their housing in the community need to be made available as an urgent priority.

Adequate resources for mental health services and other support measures for people with psychosocial disability, in line with human rights principles and standards, are also required to enable true reform to take place. The UN Special Rapporteur on the Right to Health recently made a number of recommendations which would direct the Government further on how to progress this issue. 

For the full PWD election platform, click here.

For more information and comment, contact
Therese Sands
Executive Director
People with Disability Australia Incorporated
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People with Disability Australia Incorporated (PWD) is a national disability rights and advocacy organisation. Our primary membership is made up of people with disability and organisations mainly constituted by people with disability.  We have a cross-disability focus - we represent the interests of people with all kinds of disability.  PWD is a non-profit, non-government organisation.

Our vision is of a socially just, accessible and inclusive community, in which the human rights, citizenship, contribution, potential and diversity of all people with disability are respected and celebrated.  This vision underpins everything that we do.
