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MEDIA RELEASE

12 March 2010 




For Immediate Release
Forced sterilisation of children with disability is unacceptable
People with Disability Australia (PWD) is calling upon governments across Australia to develop uniform, national legislation that prohibits the sterilisation of children and young people, and ensures that any procedure that effectively results in sterilisation is undertaken only if the child’s life is at risk, or there is a serious threat to their health.
“It is now more than four years since the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child (CRC) encouraged Australia to prohibit the sterilisation of children, with or without disabilities. Yet the Australian Government has failed to act on this recommendation,” said Jan Daisley, Acting President of PWD.  

“Children with disabilities have the same right as children without disabilities not to be sterilised and maintain their bodily integrity. In failing to develop universal legislation which prohibits sterilisation of any child unless there is a serious threat to heath or life, the Australian Government is continuing to deny girls with disabilities their human rights and fundamental freedoms,” she said.
PWD supports national, uniform legislation for the prohibition of non-therapeutic sterilisation of children generally (regardless of whether they have disability) and judicial authorisation of therapeutic sterilisation only where the procedure is necessary and appropriate in order to save the child’s life or to prevent serious damage to the child’s health (therapeutic reasons). 
Therapeutic sterilisation can only occur:
· where the procedure is necessary to save life or to prevent serious damage to the person’s health; and 

· where the procedure is authorised by a court or tribunal under legislation.

The only exception to court or tribunal authorisation of therapeutic sterilisation would be where an emergency procedure is required, which will have the direct or indirect effect of sterilisation of the child or young person, where this is reasonably necessary to save life or prevent serious damage to the person’s health.

PWD calls for all applications for sterilisation to come before a court or tribunal which guarantees that the rights enshrined within the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, and the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, are taken into account when judgements such as these are made in the future.
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People with Disability Australia Incorporated (PWD) is a national disability rights and advocacy organisation. Our primary membership is made up of people with disability and organisations mainly constituted by people with disability.  We have a cross-disability focus - we represent the interests of people with all kinds of disability.  PWD is a non-profit, non-government organisation.

Our vision is of a socially just, accessible and inclusive community, in which the human rights, citizenship, contribution, potential and diversity of all people with disability are respected and celebrated.  This vision underpins everything that we do.
