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MEDIA RELEASE

27th July 2010 




         For Immediate Release

Tackling the Barriers: PWD welcomes Government initiatives to make our community accessible

People with Disability Australia (PWD) welcomes the joint announcement by the Minister for Families and Community Services, Jenny Macklin, and the Parliamentary Secretary for Disabilities and Children’s Services, Bill Shorten, to offer grants to local councils to make local services and facilities accessible to people with disability.

“Since the Disability Discrimination Act 1992 (DDA) was passed there has been clear direction to all levels of government to remove the barriers in our communities preventing people with disability from participating in community life to the same extent as other Australians”, said Jan Daisley, President of People with Disability Australia Inc. (PWD). “The Government has also ratified the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, given further impetus to make our rights a reality”.
“It is particularly encouraging to see the Government move away from simply funding disability specific services, to funding programs which encourage the inclusion of people with disability into the broader community.
“The funds enable local councils to make public buildings and facilities, such as playgrounds, swimming pools, public toilets accessible to people with disability.  They enable local libraries to provide digital playback devices and increase the number of digital material so that people with disability can enjoy books and newspapers and access vital, local community information”, Ms Daisley said. 

“Making local facilities accessible to people with disability is a direct and effective way of enabling us to practically engage in community life along with everyone else.  We hope that this initiative will provoke much greater commitments from local and State/Territory Governments to ensure that all their services and infrastructure provide the same level of inclusion for people with disability.”

PWD also welcomed the announcement of a new “Attitudes” website designed to raise awareness of people with disability and disability issues.

“This initiative shows the Government’s recognition that the voice of people with disability is the most important part of any effort to reduce discrimination and change society’s attitudes towards us. We are also very happy to note the inclusion of people with disability in editing and developing the website,” said Ms Daisley.
These announcements follow upon a number of recent positive commitments by the Australian Government to make public and private spaces accessible to people with disability, and improve cinema accessibility for people with a hearing or vision impairment.
“We welcomed the long overdue Liveable Housing Design initiative, which promotes new voluntary guidelines for residential housing to meet the needs of people with disability, and all people who may have young children, may acquire disability or as they get older” said Ms Daisley. 
“PWD has advocated for and been involved in promoting universal housing design for several years and, in our auspice role for the Australian Network for Universal Housing Design (ANUHD), we are extremely pleased at this initiative.
“The Cinema Access Implementation Plan is an exciting breakthrough in reducing the number of people with disability being excluded from mainstream social actitivies. Until now it has been incredibly difficult for people with hearing or vision impairment to enjoy the experience of going to the movies, as only 12 screens in 12 cinema complexes run by the four major cinema chains have captions and audio description facilities. It is terrible that we should have to miss out simply because of our impairment,” said Ms Daisley.

PWD calls on the Australian Government to continue to foster partnerships with local councils, industry and businesses, to remove the barriers preventing full participation in the community by people with disability. Not only is this good public practice, but it is also in line with Australia’s obligations under the DDA and the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. 
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People with Disability Australia Incorporated (PWD) is a national disability rights and advocacy organisation. Our primary membership is made up of people with disability and organisations mainly constituted by people with disability.  We have a cross-disability focus - we represent the interests of people with all kinds of disability.  PWD is a non-profit, non-government organisation.

Our vision is of a socially just, accessible and inclusive community, in which the human rights, citizenship, contribution, potential and diversity of all people with disability are respected and celebrated.  This vision underpins everything that we do.
