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PWD Launches new advocacy service in Mount Isa
People with Disability Australia (PWD) will today launch a new disability advocacy service for people with disability across the Mount Isa and lower Gulf region. The PWD Mount Isa and Lower Gulf Communities Individual Advocacy Service will provide short to medium term, non-legal, issue-based advocacy support to people with disability who have serious and urgent issues.
The service will be officially launched at 11am at the Mount Isa Civic Centre by the Hon. Betty Kiernan MP, Queensland State Member of Parliament for Mount Isa. PWD President Ms Jan Daisley will also be present at the launch. 

“PWD wants advocacy to be obtainable to all people with disability throughout Australia, which means we will be going into new and exciting areas to assist those who require support,” said Ms Daisley. “For this reason I am so proud to be part of this wonderful occasion and participate in the opening of our ninth office, in this our 30th year of advocating for the rights of people with disability.”
The PWD advocates based in Mount Isa will provide individual advocacy to rural and remote communities including Mount Isa, Boulia, Doomadgee, Burketown, Doomadgee, Gregory, Kajabbi, Dajarra, Urandangi, Normanton, Karumba, Cloncurry and Camooweal. The work will include regular visits to people with disability who are accessing specialist disability services and people living in nursing homes. The advocates will be outreaching support to people with disability who are homeless and people in police custody.  An important part of the role is relationship building with Aboriginal elders and community leaders.
“Advocacy plays a crucial role in protecting the right of people with disability to get equal treatment from government, businesses and community organisations. Unfortunately many people with disability living in regional and remote areas still have limited or no access to advocacy support, many of them not even aware of their basic human rights. PWD knows this new service will make a real difference to people with disability in the Mount Isa and Lower Gulf communities, providing a new source of education, information, advice, mentoring  and advocacy support,” said Ms Daisley.
“As a national organisation, PWD is 100% committed to its members and the people we work with and for who require our assistance, regardless of their location or type of disability – to PWD, all people are equal and deserve to be treated as such,” said Ms Daisley. 

The PWD Mount Isa and Lower Gulf Communities Individual Advocacy Service is funded under the Australian Government’s National Disability Advocacy Program which is administered by the Department of Families, Housing, Community Services and Indigenous Affairs  provides over $ 16  million to help people with disability to overcome barriers which impact on their daily life and participate fully in the community.
The PWD Mount Isa office is located at Unit 3/24 West Street, Mount Isa and is staffed by Valerie Brown (Manager, Individual and Group Advocacy) and Dennis Willetts (Advocate). People wishing to request advocacy support from PWD can do so by ringing the free call number: 1800 422 015.   
For more information about the Mount Isa and Gulf Country Individual Advocacy Service please contact: 
Matthew Bowden

Executive Director

PWD Leadership Team 

0405 491 359
Email: matthewb@pwd.org.au

People with Disability Australia Incorporated (PWD) is a national disability rights and advocacy organisation. Our primary membership is made up of people with disability and organisations mainly constituted by people with disability.  We have a cross-disability focus - we represent the interests of people with all kinds of disability.  PWD is a non-profit, non-government organisation.

Our vision is of a socially just, accessible and inclusive community, in which the human rights, citizenship, contribution, potential and diversity of all people with disability are respected and celebrated.  This vision underpins everything that we do.
