
[image: image2.png]Australia

in¥: Control



  
MEDIA RELEASE

10 May 2011 





Supporting People to Live Ordinary Lives: In Control BIG Event 2011
Prominent members of the disability rights and advocacy sector will meet today to discuss issues and concepts surrounding individualised supports for people with disability.

The In Control BiG Event - Self-directed Support: Making it Happen will be a benchmark exploration by disability activists into how individualised supports for people with disability can be made more accessible, and how a diverse national system could be managed into the future. 

“We are extremely pleased to see today’s program allowing people with disability, families, advocacy groups, service providers and administrators to discuss how the promise of self-directed supports and individualised funding can be practically achieved,” says Michael Bleasdale, Executive Director of People with Disability Australia (PWD), and co-convenor of the BiG Event.

“Much of the focus to date has been upon how current disability service providers will need to adapt and change, to meet the demands that a user-led system will place on them. But a successful new system will need all participants to learn new skills and develop confidence in dealing with each other in new ways.  

“A good many questions and uncertainties remain for all, and this event is designed to directly address these concerns, and to aim toward practical solutions, through discussion and the presentation of successful evidence from other jurisdictions,” says Mr Bleasdale.

This keynote speakers for the event include Steven Dowson (UK Consultant with almost two decades of international experience of the implementation of self-directed supports for people with disability); Kirsten Deane (Executive Director of the National Disability and Carer Alliance);  Professor Patricia O’Brien (Director of the Centre for Disability Studies, Royal Rehabilitation Centre Sydney); Robbi Williams (CEO Julia Farr Group & National Convenor of In Control Australia); and Dougie Herd (Industry Development Fund, NDS).
The event will run for two days, 10th – 11th May, at Ryde-Eastwood Leagues Club, Sydney.
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People with Disability Australia Incorporated (PWD) is a national disability rights and advocacy organisation. Our primary membership is made up of people with disability and organisations mainly constituted by people with disability.  We have a cross-disability focus - we represent the interests of people with all kinds of disability.  PWD is a non-profit, non-government organisation.

Our vision is of a socially just, accessible and inclusive community, in which the human rights, citizenship, contribution, potential and diversity of all people with disability are respected and celebrated.  This vision underpins everything that we do.
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