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Let’s work together towards a National Disability Insurance Scheme

· PWD welcomes announcement of Federal Government support for an NDIS

· PWD calls for the $10 million in new funds to go towards strengthening the capacity of the community and people with disability to have input into a new scheme

· PWD calls for new advisory committee to include people with disability from all States and Territories who are nominated by the community

People with Disability Australia Inc. (PWD) congratulates Prime Minister Gillard and the Federal Government for supporting the vision of a National Disability Insurance Scheme (NDIS), which will revolutionise the way in which people with disability in Australia access their supports in Australia.

“PWD applauds the Government’s rapid release and endorsement of the Productivity Commission’s Report, and welcomes the sweeping reforms recommended by the Report, including individualised funding systems as an essential backbone to a new disability service system in Australia,” says Jan Daisley, President of PWD.

PWD also welcomes Assistant Federal Treasurer Bill Shorten’s comment that any new NDIS will be implemented in a manner which respects the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD), and will incorporate the standards and outcomes required by the CRPD.

PWD further welcomes the announcement of a new $10 million to commence technical work towards the scheme, which recognises the current lack of capacity within the community of people with disability to be able to move in an informed way into a user led system of supports. 

PWD calls for these funds to be used in a manner which involves community consultation and direct input from people with disability, and for an allocation of funds to be put towards strengthening the capacity of Disability Support Organisations to be able to provide assistance to those people who need it to manage their own support arrangements, once an individual support funding system is put in place.  

“It is people with disability themselves, as consumers, who will be driving this new system.  We must start building capacity within Australia’s peak and advocacy sector now to assist those people with disability who may require assistance in understanding how they can shape the support they are entitled to, in order to fully make the most of their lives,” says Ms Daisley.

PWD stresses the need for the inclusion of people with disability on the NDIS select advisory committee, announced by Prime Minister Gillard today, and to ensure that these people are chosen via a nomination process which goes directly to a national group, rather than via states. 

“The NDIS is all about building a system that enables people with disability to be in control of their lives and their supports.  Any advisory group that is formed to provide input into the way the new system is developed has to be independent of government,” says Ms Daisley.
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People with Disability Australia Incorporated (PWD) is a national disability rights and advocacy organisation. Our primary membership is made up of people with disability and organisations mainly constituted by people with disability.  We have a cross-disability focus - we represent the interests of people with all kinds of disability.  PWD is a non-profit, non-government organisation.

Our vision is of a socially just, accessible and inclusive community, in which the human rights, citizenship, contribution, potential and diversity of all people with disability are respected and celebrated.  This vision underpins everything that we do.
