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Australians with disability participate in World Assembly
People with disability in Australia have been well represented at the Disabled Peoples’ International (DPI) 8th World Assembly in Durban, South Africa by a delegation of ten Australian people with disability from the Australian Federation of Disability Organisations (AFDO) and People with Disability Australia (PWD).
The Assembly, which closes today, has been a unique opportunity for the international network of Disabled People’s Organisations (DPOs) to come together to build our capacity to understand, implement and monitor the rights of persons with disability.

“Both AFDO and PWD share a proud history of working towards the achievement of human rights for people with disability both domestically and internationally and we see this Assembly as an opportunity to continue our commitment to the implementation of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) throughout all Australian jurisdictions and in the international arena,” says Lesley Hall, CEO of AFDO and an Assembly delegate.

“Participation by people with disability from Australia at this Assembly has increased our collective understanding of best practice promotion of human rights and advocacy, while increasing international awareness of human rights issues affecting people with disability in Australia.  All Australians should be proud of our delegates,” says Jan Daisley, President of PWD and an Assembly delegate.
The Australian delegates have made a number of successful presentations focused on CRPD implementation and monitoring in Australia, with topics covering the NGO process for reporting on CRPD to the United Nations, rights to inclusion for people with intellectual disability, rights to community living, HIV and disability rights and rights of people with psychosocial disability. 

“I attended sessions which were presented by Mathew and David. Mathew outlined the situation of people with disability and HIV/AIDS in regard to the prison system. David spoke about how we are going backwards in Australia in terms of human rights of people with psychosocial disability. Finally the session on inclusive education was a highlight. All children with disability could receive an inclusive education throughout the world for the cost of toys in the USA or mineral water in Europe.” says Ms Hall.
AFDO and PWD acknowledge with great appreciation the funding provided to the Australian delegation by the Australian Government’s Department of Families, Housing, Communities and Indigenous Affairs (FaHCSIA), through the international human rights forums’ grants administered by the Australian Human Rights Commission.
The ten delegates to the Assembly have been: 
Lesley Hall - Chief Executive Officer, AFDO; 
Dr David Webb – AFDO International Representative; 
Janice Slattery – Self-Advocate; 
Brenda Lacey – AFDO Office Manager, Support Worker for Janice Slattery; 
Rae Hurrell – Disability activist; 
Jan Daisley - President, PWD; 
Peter Cassar - Secretary, PWD; 
Lesley Jarmen – PWD Member; 
Matthew Bowden, Executive Director, Leadership Team, PWD; and 
Samantha French, Advocacy Projects Manager, PWD. 
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Australian Federation of Disability Organisations (AFDO) is the primary national voice to Government that fully represents the interests of all people with disability across Australia.

The mission of AFDO is to champion the rights of people with disability in Australia and help them participate fully in Australian life.

People with Disability Australia Incorporated (PWD) is a cross-disability, human rights organisation that has been providing information, advocacy, training and complaints handling for almost 30 years.  Our primary membership is made up of people with disability and organisations mainly constituted by people with disability.  We have a cross-disability focus - we represent the interests of people with all kinds of disability.  PWD is a non-profit, non-government organisation.

Our vision is of a socially just, accessible and inclusive community, in which the human rights, citizenship, contribution, potential and diversity of all people with disability are respected and celebrated.  This vision underpins everything that we do.
