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Jetstar’s ‘two wheelchair policy’ challenged in federal court
People with Disability Australia (PWD) fully support the action taken by Ms Sheila King to challenge Jetstar’s ‘two wheelchair policy’ in the Federal Court.  Ms King, a wheelchair user alleges that Jetstar’s policy does not comply with the Disability Discrimination Act 1992 (Cth).

PWD President, Ms Jan Daisley said, “The Disability Discrimination Act has been in force for 20 years, and it is completely unacceptable that people with disability are still treated like second class citizens by a national airline.  Ms King’s fight is not for personal gain; it is a fight to achieve a change in Jetstar policy for the benefit of all passengers who use wheelchairs”.

In 2008, Jetstar stopped Ms King from accessing a flight because the flight already had two passengers that required wheelchair assistance.  Ms King was forced to rebook on another airline at greater cost as there were no other Jetstar flights to her destination.  
“Like everyone else in the community, people with disability need to fly for work and leisure purposes, to visit family and friends and to participate in a range of events and community activities.  Yet Jetstar’s ‘two wheelchair policy’ seeks to limit people with disability from enjoying full and equal participation in the economic, social and culture life of Australia”, said Ms Daisley.
The case commenced at 10am Monday 31 October and is expected to run all week.
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People with Disability Australia Incorporated (PWD) is a cross-disability, human rights organisation that has been providing information, advocacy, training and complaints handling for almost 30 years.  Our primary membership is made up of people with disability and organisations mainly constituted by people with disability.  We have a cross-disability focus - we represent the interests of people with all kinds of disability.  PWD is a non-profit, non-government organisation.

Our vision is of a socially just, accessible and inclusive community, in which the human rights, citizenship, contribution, potential and diversity of all people with disability are respected and celebrated.  This vision underpins everything that we do.
