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New Board at People with Disability Australia
Change is on the way for People with Disability Australia (PWDA) following a contested election which last night saw the body elect its first President from the nation’s capital, Canberra, as well as new directors from Victoria and South Australia.  

President Craig Wallace is a marketing manager in the community sector with more than 15 years’ experience in the Federal Public service as well as having written for ABC Ramp Up, Open Forum and in The Australian.  He has recently been appointed to the Expert Panel for the National Disability Insurance Scheme in the ACT and is a member of the Advisory Board for the ACT Business Leaders, Innovative, Thoughts and Solutions.
Awarded a Centenary Medal in the Australian Honours List in 2003 for service to the community, Craig has also featured in the Australia Day Awards four times for work with the Australian Public Service for work on a range of issues including early work on the National Disability Strategy (NDS) and the National Disability Insurance Scheme (NDIS).
New Board members include Stuart Mawbey (SA), Kevin Boyce (Vic), Fiona Given (NSW) and Kristy Trajcevski (NSW).  All Board members have disability.  
Mr Wallace congratulated new Board members and praised outgoing President Jan Daisley for her work for PWD Australia. 

“I want to thank Jan for the enormous work and personal witness she has provided on issues of deinstitutionalisation over the last few years.  I am looking forward to working with all our great Board and staff at People with Disability Australia to progress these and other issues.  
“I am especially looking forward to working with the Board to make a difference on the National Disability Insurance Scheme.  The time has come for the campaign to be led by people with disability ourselves. 
“We also need to provide a loud voice for people with disability at risk of abuse and neglect including people in institutions, especially following the announcement by the Prime Minister that the Government intends to appoint a Royal Commission to inquire into institutional responses to instances and allegations of child abuse in Australia. 
 “I also believe that we need a loud voice on issues like employment, education, access, discrimination and infrastructure for people with disability and those who are ageing.  
 “Australia’s scorecard on all these issues is below par – funding support without rights and access is like winning the lottery while trapped in a supermarket with empty shelves.   

“2013 will be a vital year for disability in Australia with the NDIS kicking off in launch sites around the country and a federal election expected in the New Year.  I want to see disability working across the aisle and gaining bipartisan support.  
“We will be independent, visible and vocal over the next two years and I look forward to making the case for improved support for all Australians with disability”, Mr Wallace said. 
The new Board took office at the Annual General Meeting on 15 November 2012 which brought in sweeping reforms to make membership free to every person with disability in Australia, available online and open to people from 15 years of age.  
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People with Disability Australia Incorporated (PWDA) is a national disability rights and advocacy organisation. Our primary membership is made up of people with disability and organisations mainly constituted by people with disability.  We have a cross-disability focus - we represent the interests of people with all kinds of disability.  PWDA is a non-profit, non-government organisation.

Our vision is of a socially just, accessible and inclusive community, in which the human rights, citizenship, contribution, potential and diversity of all people with disability are respected and celebrated.  This vision underpins everything that we do.
