
AstraZeneca 
vaccine side effects 

Getting a COVID-19 vaccine will help protect you and your family from  
getting sick from COVID-19.

Just like other vaccines, the COVID-19 vaccines have side effects.  
It is normal to feel some side effects like being tired, having a headache,  
and feeling sore where you got your injection. These side effects can last  
2-3 days after your vaccine.
Always go to your doctor if you feel very sick.

Watch out for these symptoms
Serious side effects are very rare. 
You might have symptoms up to six weeks after you get your vaccine.
Go to your doctor straight away if you:

Have a headache that can start anytime following vaccination and last  
more than 48 hours after your vaccine. It might: 

•	 be mild (hurt a little) or strong (hurt a lot).
•	 feel worse when you lie down.
•	 go away for a little while when you take pain relief like paracetamol,  

but then come back.

Throw up (or you feel like you want to throw up).

•	 If you have this symptom remember to stay hydrated.

Have blurry vision.

Have weakness in your arms, legs or face.

Find it hard to speak.



Your legs are sore, red or swollen.

•	 Have small blood spots under your skin 
•	 More bruising than normal  
•	 Bleeding that doesn’t stop such as nose bleed that doesn’t stop 
•	 Bleeding from unusual places such as your gums, or blood in your urine  

(wee) or stools (poo)  
(Small blood spots where the needle went in are OK).

Why we look for these symptoms
It is very rare but possible that people who have the AstraZeneca COVID-19 vaccine 
could develop medical conditions called Guillain-Barre syndrome (GBS), immune 
thrombocytopenia (ITP) or thrombosis with thrombocytopenia syndrome (TTS).  
These conditions affect your nerves or cause internal bleeding or blood clotting.  
If you have any of these serious symptoms, it is important you see your doctor.  
Your doctor can run tests to check if you have these medical conditions.   
These medical conditions are very rare and doctors can help people who have them.

COVID-19 vaccines in Australia must pass lots of safety tests before they can  
be given to people. The Therapeutic Goods Administration is responsible for 
checking vaccine safety and approving vaccines for use in Australia.

Before you get a COVID-19 vaccine, the person giving you the vaccine  
asks you some important questions to make sure you get the COVID-19  
vaccine that is safe for you. 

You can use the COVID-19 vaccine side effect checker by visiting  
www.healthdirect.gov.au/covid-19-vaccine-side-effect-checker
If you have questions about COVID-19 vaccines, or you want to get your vaccine,  
visit www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/vaccine or call the Coronavirus Hotline on  
1800 673 398. For an interpreter, press 0.

For more information visit:

www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/vaccine

Feel sleepy or confused.

Have seizures.

Have pain in your abdomen (tummy) that won’t go away.

Find it hard to take deep breaths, or your chest hurts.


